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MEMORANDUM
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Artadred to ttris me'no is a srrrnr€ry of activity irnolvlng the Divisionts
cont€rct with a placer gold nining orperation at the Dercy Bridge on the
Colorado River. Sustaiired activtty and grouttr of the operationrs disnrrbance
in a haphazarrl and degradational marnrer has brr:otrgfrt ttre natter to an
unavoidable and o<trmly noticeable position.

The Dfdslonrs rrDst recent inspection in cooperation wittr tle State lh€lth
Departnent hss detemined that included axnong the problems associated with the
un&edred and ranpant derrclorprnent is the current use of rInreury on-site and
its stibsequent addition to the Colorado Rl\rer. It is feLt that if the
operator(s) had been in contact with the Division corrcerning a systeuurtic plan
for developrnent that the continued problem o\rer cqliance lrith State and
Federal envinorrental and regulatory laws rptrld be evoided.

the major difficultry confzsnted so far has been the Jurisdictional
sitrration created by the operator(s) cLqirning exerytion ftom filing a mine
plan due to the less ttran 2 acne disnrrbarrce suprposedly created. Ilcrever all
the distur:bances (25+ acres) are contingunrs ard- sme\ftat inter-related due to
the joint develop,nent and use of access roads, pits ard ponds. fbrther
irnresttgations treve dete:mlaed that confirslng ard possibly errorleous ftlings
of nine sUlms lrfth the BIM hsve dellberately fr:agmrted the lssrre rftereby
ormerstrip or responstbility is difflcuLt to assess.

Boord/Chorles R. Henderson, Choirmon . John L. Bell . E. Steele Mclntwe . Edword T. Beck
Robert R. Normon. Morgoret R. Bird. Hem Olsen

on equol opportunity emplo^/er . pleose recycle poper-4e



MEI"ICRAI.IDIM
April 15, 1983
Page 2

the proposed solution to tlre problem is to permit ttre activity as a nining
orperation and provide tectnrical assistance in the systematic de'velopment of
the proper{y. In order to do that tte following steps need to be tiken:

1. Research, periraps by a legally informed person, i.e. an attorney, into ttre
slaims filed with the trM arxl a determination of their location on a rnutp
of tfe prorperty should be performed for 1977 - L983. Susplclons that
misfiled and n{.sleadir€ clai'n rulIes hsve been registered stro.rfa Ue
ascerfaired and b'rcugfrt to ligfrt.

2. A sertes of stib leases rnade betrreen lnh. Batres and others orrcr the past 2
years ls a veri.fiable f,act. It ls pro'posed that he is actr:alIy the
designated tbperatortt for all related pro'perry involved orier aird abo\re his
2 acr:e oreryted status. llrts 4proadr stp'trld be a tenable one for the
Dlvlsion. I.E ltr. Batnes were the designated rro'perato/t, the I'Iined Land
Reclanatlon Act provi.des that he subniE a nire plan for the distr.nsed
areas.

3. I! this |toperatodf designation i.s applicable, then the mE in force for
his orperatlon 11111 need to be rerrcked and a request nade for trirn to file a
nine plan.

4. Because the property is nanaged bD, the ffM, a letter stptrld be serrt to
Gene t$dine, Dlsbilct Dlrector, requesting closer obeervatlon of the
operations and to tnstihrte ttre instnlction of the tenets of
conteryonneous reclamation .

Should the Dtvisionrs attomey be unable to Errsue irvestigation of the
siu:ation I would rrclunteer to cqlete it or work rrrittr her on the case. It
is reasonable to brfutg up at ttris ti'rp rry orfil ladc of training in 1ega1 clain
lo:k and a personal desire to cqlete a two day cor-rse in tlre urderstarding
of these areas at the nerrt alnAiilable offering by the lhiversity of }brrada
(IIacKay School of Mires, Reno).

The situation is fast bec@ing one that. ls cqletely out of hand. Ttre
Dlvlsion, together with the State l+€lth Departnent ougfit to be able to seize
this opporfi:nity to bring the natter r:nder controL. S;trould the de'velopments
becme an instance of publlc attention or record, the Dtvisionts position is
not a fuvorable one. I ttope ttre derzelopnents seen sufficiently urgent for
yoJr attentiqr end rreconnne'nd that they be acted upon itntrpdiately.

Tl,rrlh

cc: Ron Daniels, DG!{, datEactment
Jlm Snittr, DOGM, w/attactnent
Joe lblfiridr, DG{, dattaclment
Bartara Roberts, Af,ty, dattactnent

AttadEent



IITSTORICAL SI]III'IARY
OF P[.ACEP. ACTNTITY

Al?.C[Jl{D THE DEI^IEY BPJDGE e"A\/H. PIT
(Sections 17 and lE, T. 23 S., R. 24 E.)

ln L976 the BIM informed the Division of the operation of a placer nining
outfit at the Dewey Bridge. The Cohee Placer Gold Mining Operation is the
first documented work in the area of an existing gravel pit on the barrks of
thrc Colorado River.

On April 9, 1981 the Division inspected the site along with a
representative of the BlM. Mining operations wer:e in prcgress. A canadian
fi:m, Diatex, Inc. (Dtanin llcldings LTD) was on-site. Active sedirent
discharges were occurring into tlre Colorado Rirrcr. A request was made of the
c@pany to file a mine plan. It was submited to the Division on April 12th.
kior to the conpletion of tlre review by the Division, a Declaration of
Erenption for it was filed for a 2 acre site (on April 13, 1981) ccmposed of
Foor Boy glains #ts 1, 2, 3i #1 in section 18, T. 23 S., R. 24 E. and lf's 2
ffi 17, T. 23 S., R. 24F.

The Division reqr:ested that dischaqges into the river again cease on April
17, 1981. State lbalth also reqtrested a cessation of discha€es on PprLl- 29,
1981.

Another inspection on April 24, 1-9BI revealed that exca'vations had
continued hlt that no personnel were on-site.

A letter to the Utah State Clearinghouse on ltay 27, 1981 dictated tlre
concerr.ts of tlre Amy Corps of Engineers over the actions. Additional mining
and operational plans were received by the Division the day before.

On Jr:ne 15, 1981 the Division sent tlre review qr:estions co,npiled firoro
analysis of Diatorrs srrb'ruitted plans.

The Director of the Division of Wildlife Resources sent a letter to the
State Planning Ooordinators office on Jtrne 22, L98l urging restoration of the
disturbed area to a natural condition incL-rding- re-vegetatioE eEbrfs. -

On .hrne 24, L98I, the lirvirormental Coordinating Comittee of Utah
completed review of the Cease and Desist Order issr:ed to Diatex by the Corps
of Fngineers. It urged ttr,at a decision of, r,tether or not a permit should be
issued be deterained through a ptiblic notice review systen.

The Btl,l approrrcd the operational plans for the rnine and prepared an EA for
the site (Jr.rne 5, 1981).
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Also in July of 1981 the BLl.l nrceived a notice filed for work on tlre Pay
Day 1 and 2 claims (Clive Stewart clainent) by Del CornaCo eold, Tn . 

-_ The-
ffi notice of the action.

In Febn:ary of 1982 anotlrer copy of the initial Division review was sent
to a new Diatex address in Canada. The orlginal was apparently rettrrned in
Septemnber, 1981 and had never reached Lhe cwarry. A cormr:nication on
February 18, 1982 indicated that Diate>< foldei iir *re fa1l of 1981. Pnoblems
with the Corps of Fngineers could not be resolved.

A11 property and equiprent was reported to belong to Bob Barnes.

Ora July 12, 1982 the Division again inspected the site. An estimated 25 -
30 acres of disturbance had occurzed since iggf. I*c one was on-site and no
reclanation had taken place. It appeared that npo separate operations were
_ol-go1ng including: 2 gra:rrel screen-horppers, trailers, tnrcks and newly
bladed roads to the easiern r^ash location. 'ihis has rernained dg'nnFd fr6n0
earlier consbrrction.

_ a gcmparry, Fngle Industries frm Grand .lrnction was contacted about filing
a DOE for their activity shortly thereafter. They never cqlied. A lawsuit-
by RoberE Barnes for danages by Engle Industries, Inc. is said to be in the
coults.

Another subleasee, IbrnraKl Davidson frm l4oab, also worked on the claims in
1982, but no filing was ever received

Orn October 6, 1982 the Division ret with Robert Barnes on-site. lle was
actirzely nining; prying wEer from the ColoraZb-E[veTlFor use and allorring it
to flour back over a check-dam. &l October 20, the Division received a X)E
form frm IuIr. Barnes for the Poor Boy #2 clnim.

The Division inspected tlre site again on April 5, 1983. Ton Tettirg, Pam
Ghrbaugh-Littig, $rsan Linner and Tom-Por-tle arrived on-site with Steve-Mclleal
frorn ttre State Health Depaftrent and Jim Adnmson frm the lbab Sanitation
hpartment. Previously heard generator noises or equipment operation had
ceased before the arrival and no one was on-site. E\ridence of the dayrs
earlier front-end-loader activitry was apparent as were signs of current sluice
bo< use. Disturbances in mar5/ areas of the pro'perq/ are new: laqger cuts,
10-15 tr-igtrralls have been created, new roads cut into the bench, a new area
iras been created vilrere the old Diatex millsite was to be sitr-rated (a
for:ndation of gravel has been laid dor.vn and the access is gravel-surfuced).
Sluice boxes feed into ponding areas, water ptryed from the ri'ver washes the
grarrel in the bo><es and is checked in these ponds. A11 ponds appeared to be
netily breached; on sorre of ttren repairs had been attempted, but unsucessfully;
signs of sediment contribution to the river were noticeable. Mditionally,
nercuqy was for:nd at all levels of the sluice bo>res. It was lodged in cracks
and prctnrsions and appeared to have been used in conjr:nction wiih the gold
separation Process. It was easily ascertained that the substance could have
washed ttrrough ttre brreached ponds and into ttre river.
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The State }b"1+ hpartment has agreed to send a Oease and Desist Order to
Robert Barnes for disdutgi4g into thE rtver ard failure to naintain adeqtrate-
Ete-Eton:ifr-nils.

llr. Batnes is not_currently rregistered rvltJl the BU.t for the Poor BotrClains. They harrc 1981 files ior tt" p"v Din clains shorrine asffi work
coqPlgqed. L9B2 work is rnissirg. No ffi was ivailable frm the
B['l't office in ]bab at this tioe; alEFcugh Lyrrr Jackson tras expressed aninterest in the problern.

TIII/ln


